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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel Claims 1, 6, 10, 15, 16 and 18 without prejudice or disclaimer 
of subject matter and amend Claims 2 7 3, 11 and 17 as shown below. The claims, as 
pej iding in the subject application, read as follows: 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Currently Amended) A digital broadcast receiving apparatus 

comprising : 

generating mea ns for receiving a digital broadcast and generating a data 
stream from a digital broadcast s ignal having a desired modulation frequency: 

input means for inputting a dat a stream based on a digital broadcast from an 
external di gital broadcast receiving apparatus^ 

playback means for plaving back a content of a channel contained in one of 
the data streams obtained bv said generating means and inp ut means- and 

storage means for storing a cont ent of a channel contained in the data stream 
pthtg- than the data stream to be p laved back bv said playback means m a data storage 
medium. 

wherein said input means comprises: 

acquisition means for acquiring a channel information indicative of a 
channel that can be received by the external digital broadcast receiving apparatus from the 
external digital broadcast receiving apparatus, and 
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determination means for determining on the basis of the channel 
information acquired by said acquisition means whether the external digital broadcast 
receiving apparatus can receive a digital broadcast signal containing a desired channel, and 

inputs the data stream from the external digital broadcast receiving 
apparatus that is determined by said determination means as an apparatus capable of 
receiving the desired channel. 

3. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim [[!]] 2, wherein 
said acquisition means and determination means are executed with respect to a plurality of 
extomal digital broadcast receiving apparatuses, which are connected via said input means 
to be able to input data streams, in order to find an external digital broadcast receiving 
apparatus that can receive the desired channel. 

4. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 2, wherein 

said acquisition means receives and acquires an NTT (Network Information 
Table) defined in the TEC 13818-1 MPEG2 SYSTEM from the external digital broadcast 
receiving apparatus, and 

said determination means analyzes the NTT acquired by said acquisition 
means to determine whether the external digital broadcast receiving apparatus can receive a 
desired channel. 

5. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 4, wherein said 
determination means comprises: 



-3- 
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first determination means for determining whether the desired channel is 
contained in the NIT acquired by said acquisition means; and 

second determination means for, when said first determination means 
determines that the desired channel is contained, inquiring of the external digital broadcast 
receiving apparatus whether the apparatus can execute reception of a digital broadcast 
signal containing the desired channel, thereby determining whether the desired channel can 
be received. 

6. (Canceled) 

7_ (Original) A digital broadcast receiving apparatus having generating 
means for receiving a digital broadcast and generating a data stream from a digital 
broadcast signal having a desired modulation frequency, comprising; 

notification means for notifying information of a channel that can be 
received in accordance with a request from an external digital broadcast receiving 
appjiratus; 

control means for controlling said generating means in accordance with a 
request from the external digital broadcast receiving apparatus so as to generate a data 
stream from a digital broadcast signal having a modulation frequency containing a 
designated channel; and 

output means for outputting the data stream containing the designated 
channel, generated by said generating means, to the external digital broadcast receiving 
apparatus. 
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8. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein said notification 
means provides an NIT (Network Information Table) defined in the DSC 13818-1 MPEG2 
S\ STEM to the external digital broadcast receiving apparatus in accordance with a request 
from the external digital broadcast receiving apparatus. 

9. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein said input means 
includes a network connection or bus connection to the external digital broadcast receiving 
apparatus. 



10. (Original). 

11. (Currently Amended) The ay&tciii acsoidii i g Urdaim 10, whcuui 
A digital broadcast receiving system in which a plurality of distal broadcast receiving 
apparatuses are connected to each other via commtmicatifm means so a s to be able to 
comrmimV ate with each other, comprising : 

generating means for receivi ng a digital broadcast an& generating a data 
stre.im from a digital broadcast sip ™! h aving a desired modulation frequency in a first 
digi tal broadcast receiving app aratus- 
input means for allowing the first di gital broadcast rev iving a pparatus to 
jnpvt a data stream based on a digital hroan W st from an external dig ital br oadcast receiving 
apparatus via th e communication means; 

playback means for allowing the first di gital broadcast receiving apparatus 
to play back in real time a content of a chann el contain^ in. 0ne of the data stream* 
respectively obtained bv said generati n g means and input means: and 
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storage means for allowing th e first digital broadcast receiving apparatus tn 
Store in a data storage medium a con tent of a channel contained in th e data s tream other 
thanthe data stream to be olaved hac k fay said play back 

wherein said input means comprises: 

acquisition means for acquiring information of a channel that can be 
received from an external digital broadcast receiving apparatus via the communication 
means, and 

determination means for determining on the basis of the information of the 
channel acquired by said acquisition means whether the external digital broadcast receiving 
apparatus can receive a digital broadcast signal containing a desired channel, and 

inputs the data stream from the external digital broadcast receiving 
apparatus that is determined by said determination means as an apparatus capable of 
receiving the desired channel. 

12. (Original) The system according to claim 1 1, wherein said acquisition 
me*ms and determination means are executed with respect to a plurality of external digital 
broiidcast receiving apparatuses, which are connected via the communication means, in 
order to find an external digital broadcast receiving apparatus that can receive the desired 
chajinel. 

1 3. (Original) The system according to claim 11, wherein 

said acquisition means receives and acquires an NIT (Network Information 
TabJe) defined in the EC 13818-1 MPEG2 SYSTEM from the external digital broadcast 
receiving apparatus, and 

-6- 
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said determination means analyzes the NIT acquired by said acquisition 
me ans to determine whether the external digital broadcast receiving apparatus can receive a 
desired channel. 



14. (Original) The system according to claim 13, wherein said 
determination means comprises: 

first determination means for detennining whether the desired channel is 
contained in the NTT acquired by said acquisition means; and 

second determination means for, when said first determination means 
determines that the desired channel is contained, 

inquiring of the external digital broadcast receiving apparatus whether the 
apparatus can execute reception of a digital broadcast signal containing the desired 
chaonel, thereby detennining whether the desired channel can be received. 



15. (Canceled) 



16. (Canceled) 



17. (Currently Amended) A control method for a digital broadcast 
receiving apparatus having the a generating step of receiving a digital broadcast and 
generating a data stream from a digital broadcast signal having a desired modulation 
frequency, comprising: 
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the a notification step of notifying information of a cliannel that can be 
received in accordance with a request from an external digital broadcast receiving 
apparatus; 

the a control step of controlling the generating step in accordance with a 
request from the external digital broadcast receiving apparatus so as to generate a data 
stream from a digital broadcast signal having a modulation frequency containing a 
designated channel; and 

the an output step of outputting the data stream containing the designated 
channel, generated in the generating step, to the external digital broadcast receiving 
apparatus. 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Original) A receiving apparatus comprising: 

reception means for receiving a digital broadcast signal and generating a 
firsi data stream in accordance with the digital broadcast signal; 

input means for inputting a second data stream from an external receiving 

app;iratus; 

selection means for selectively outputting the first data stream generated by 
said receiving means and the second data stream input by said input means; and 

control means for detecting a channel that can be received by the external 
receiving apparatus and controlling selecting operation of said selection means in 
accordance with the detection result 



- R - 
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20. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 19, wherein said apparatus 
comprises instruction means for designating a channel, and said control means controls 
selecting operation of said selection means in accordance with the channel designated by 
said instruction means and the detection result. 

21 . (Original) The apparatus according to claim 20, wherein said reception 
means controls selecting operation of said selection means in accordance with a first 
determination result obtained by determining whether the designated channel is contained 
in a digital broadcast signal received by said reception means, and a second determination 
result obtained by determining whether the designated channel is contained in a channel 
thai can be received by the external receiving apparatus. 

22. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 20, wherein said control 
means determines whether the designated channel is contained in a cliannel that can be 
received by the external receiving apparatus, and if the designated channel is contained, 
said control means controls said selection means so that said selection means alternately 
outputs the first data stream obtained from the digital broadcast signal received by said 
reception means and the second data stream input from said input means and containing the 
designated channel. 

23. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 20, wherein said control 
means determines whether the designated channel is contained in a channel that can be 
received by the external receiving apparatus, and if the designated channel is not contained, 
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co itrols said selection means so as to output only the first data stream obtained from the 
distal broadcast signal received by said reception means. 

24. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 19, wherein said detection 
means receives an NIT (Network Information Table) defined in the JEC 1381 8-1 MPEG2 
SYSTEM, and detects a channel that can be received by the external receiving apparatus on 
the basis of the received NIT. 

25. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 19, further comprising 
recording means for recording a data stream output from said selection means, and display 
mams for displaying an image based on the data stream output from said selection means. 

26. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 25, wherein said apparatus 
comprises instruction means for designating a channel to be displayed on said display 
mains, and said detection means detects a channel that can be received by the external 
receiving apparatus in accordance with an instruction fiom said instruction means during 
recording of the fn-st data stream by said recording means. 

27. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 25, wherein said apparatus 
comprises instruction means for designating a channel to be recorded by said recording 
means, and said detection means detects a channel that can be received by the external 
receiving apparatus in accordance with an instruction fiom said instruction means during 
display of an image on a desired channel in the first data stream by said display j 



means. 
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28. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 19, further comprising 
instruction means for designating a recording channel to be recorded by said recording 
means and a display channel to be displayed by said display means, and extraction means 
fox extracting a data stream on the recording channel from a data stream output from said 
sebction means to output the extracted data stream to said recording means and also 
extracting a data stream on the display channel to output the extracted data stream to said 
display means in accordance with an instruction from said instruction means. 



0 
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